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Worship Times 
 

Saturday  -  5:30pm 
 

Sunday  -  8:00am & 10:30am 
 

Wednesday  - 6:00pm 

Bible Study  
 

Saturday ~ 4:15 to 5:15pm 
 

Sunday Morning ~ 9:15 to 10:15am 



 

 

Check for the most updated information on the Bethlehem website at 
www.ourbethlehem.com 
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The Bethlehem Visitor - January 2021 

Good Bye 2020!!!  
 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 

ever. Amen.” 
 (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

 
 Good bye 2020!!! I was set on being one of the first ones to be declaring this statement of farewell 
on December 31st. To say that I have not been a fan of this last year is 
the understatement of the year. So many activities and gatherings can-
celed. So many things that where going well at the church came to a 
screeching halt because of guidelines, shut-downs, and safety precau-
tions. I would say that they did not train us for this at the Seminary, but, 
the truth is, none of us have been trained for something like this. How to 
handle pandemics is not covered in home economics classes, algebra 
classes, or biology classes. All of the stuff that I have been griping about 
this year is the same stuff that you have had gripes about also. So make 
no mistake about it! As the new year approached, I could not wait to say 
“good riddance to the bad rubbish of 2020!”  
 For months, I had been pining for the new year, but something 
unexpected happened. I sat down to write the obligatory family Christ-
mas letter this year. I began to go through all of the pictures that I took 
over the course of the year to find some to put in the newsletter. As I did so, something became abundant-
ly clear. With the exception of there being masks visible in almost every picture, the pictures were not the 
gloom and doom I was feeling. They were pictures of hikes that we took because we there everything was 
closed. They were pictures of crafts and projects being done around the house, because we had time to 
do them. Playing in leaves. Making pies. There were smiles. I began to see that there were blessings that 
were happening throughout the year also. In the midst of the trials and obstacles of 2020, our God still 
provided blessings… many times in the little things.  
 However, these blessings were not limited to just me and my family. On the church side of life, we 
were able to take time to focus resources on things that have been put on the back-burner for a while. We 
were able to start providing online avenues for people to encounter God’s Word. We started live-
streaming our worship services. And the final step in this process was finally completed just before Christ-
mas when we had the new camera system finally installed in the sanctuary. It should be so much better 
now! We have had a members step up and care for one another in ways that would not have been neces-
sary before COVID. We have been creative in gathering, in worship, in ministry, and in showing love and 
support. Yes… there have been blessings!  
 We spend so much time concentrating on the obstacles, the bad, the struggles, and the trials that 
we forget those are the places where our God works. God promises to bear us through the hard and trying 
times. No doubt, 2020 is a year that I will be glad to have in the rear-view mirror. And I can not promise 
that 2021 is going to be unicorns and rainbows. But I  can tell you that the same God who bore you 
through this year with blessings in the midst of trials, will never leave or forsake you!  
 
Have a blessed new year!  
 
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Niles 



 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Moon  
 
 

 
Love Up Close 
 
I vividly remember a conversation with a good friend from the seminary. He con-
fessed to me that there was a classmate of ours that he couldn’t get himself to like 
as a person as hard as he tried. He had done his best to approach this classmate to 
get to know him better and had high hopes that by getting to know this young man 
that their relationship would improve. Not at all the case. Their personalities didn’t 
click together well at all and he found himself getting frustrated by every conversa-
tion. He eventually threw up his hands as a sign he had given up and proclaimed, 
“I’ll just love him as a brother in Christ from a distance!” 
 
I totally understood what he meant too. There are people that won’t be “my cup of 
tea” and others who won’t be yours. This is when it is the most challenging to live 
the Christian life we have been called to live. 
 
Next we throw in the current situation of the world and it is difficult if not impossible 
to show our love to even those we want to hold close. I know 2020 has been difficult 
on my parents who want to spend as much time with my daughter Zoey as they 
possibly can. Alas, my dad is a teacher and my mom works in the health field which 
leads them to love us from a distance. 
 
The church services held in parking lots were a neat way to “be together” while re-
maining safely distanced and isolated at the same time. Unfortunately it is now win-
ter in full force which makes a service like that undesirable. 
 
If you feel lonely right now and in need of love, you are not alone in that feeling. Also 
be reminded that you are not alone at all! Jesus came down at Christmas to be with 
his people. His life was all about living amongst the sinners, the rejected, and the 
lonely. Although he rose into Heaven to sit at his Father’s right hand, he remains 
with us even still. His word continues to shape lives and comfort broken hearts. His 
presence is everywhere, even on the days that it is not felt. 
 
Jesus doesn’t need to love us from a distance! Jesus is always close. His love is lim-
itless and eternal. 
 
Peace of the Lord, 
 
Pastor Moon 



 

 

January News  
 

January Visitor Deadline  
If you would like to submit information for the February Visitor please have your information to the church office no later 
than noon Thursday, January 21, 2021.  You can email it to jodi.damrau@ourbethlehem.com or drop it off in the church 
office with a note attached that it is for the January Visitor.  
 
 

Youth Group Upcoming Dates 
Jr and Sr youth groups please mark your calendars for January 10th and 24th as these will be the next meeting dates. 
The Jr Youth meets with Pastor Moon from 5-6pm and the Sr Youth meets with Miss Rinkinen from 6-7pm.  If you have 
any questions about Jr youth contact Pastor Moon at colin.moon@ourbethlehem.com, any questions about Sr youth con-
tact Miss Rinkinen at jenna.rinkinen@ourbethlehem.com.  
 

2021 Church Envelopes 
Your 2021 church envelopes are now available in the Century Room for pickup. Please make sure that you DO NOT use 
your 2020 envelopes in 2021 because you will have a different number than last year.  
 

2021 Flower Chart 
The 2021 Flower chart is now available on the hallway bulletin board for you to sign up for your special day. Please con-
sider sponsoring the altar flowers in memory/honor of someone, birthday, anniversary, etc. The cost is $20, or more if you 
wish, make your check payable to Bethlehem Altar Guild. You can pay on or prior to the weekend that you signed up for. 
Please print first and last name(s) when signing up. 
 

2021 Coffee Fellowship Hour 
The new 2021 sign up sheet to host coffee hour is in the hallway by the Century Room. Please consider helping out with 
coffee hour, you can sponsor a coffee hour just because, or in memory or in honor of your/someone's anniversary/
birthday, etc. Just note that info when you sign up. All you need to do is provided some yummy baked goods, coffee, and 
some juices/milk. We can show you what needs to be done if you have never sponsored a Coffee Hour before. It is real 
easy! All we ask is that you please individually bag or wrap your goodies. 
 

2021 Bulletin Sponsor  
The 2021 Bulletin sponsor chart is now available on the hallway bulletin board. Please consider sponsoring the bulletin in 
memory/honor of someone, birthday, anniversary, etc. The cost is $25 - make your check payable to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church. You can pay on or prior to the weekend that you signed up for. Please print first and last name(s) when signing up 
& note the special occasion if it applies. 
 

Uneasy About Trying An Online Bible Study? 
Doing something unfamiliar is always challenging, but joining an online Bible study could very well be easier than you 
think. One obvious advantage is that you can participate from home; and most studies do not require you to be on your 
computer at a specified date and time. See the full page in this issue describing our post-Christmas offerings. Follow the 
sign-up directions. Then sit back and wait for the facilitator to contact you and guide you through the process. 2021 could 
be a great time to “think outside the box!” 
 

Have You Lost A Loved One Recently? 
If you loved one’s funeral did not take place at Bethlehem, your church might not even know about it. We want to help you 
deal with your grief. Bethlehem’s Grief Ministry would like to send you a series of four uplifting short books to support you 
on your grief journey. Just contact the Church Office and make a request. Help is a phone-call or email away!! 
 

LWML Meeting 
Ladies, won’t you join us in welcoming in the new year at our meeting on Tuesday, January 5th at 7:00pm in the Century 
Room? New officers will be installed and Pastor Moon will lead us in a timely devotion. Masks will be worn and social dis-
tancing will be practiced.  
 

Check Out MusicFest 2020 Online 
MusicFest 2020: You heard that right!  Bethlehem's MusicFest committee had to postpone the traditional September, in-
person concert but that didn't keep spirits down.  Bethlehem's 15th Annual MusicFest will be a virtual Christmas con-
cert.  Access to the video will start Saturday, December 19 through the Church website and Bethlehem Facebook page 
(you do not need a Facebook account to view the video).  Since this concert is pre-recorded, there is no set time on when 
or how many times this performance can be viewed.  Featured performers include Lakeshore Trio, Bruce and Marcia 
Timm, a variety of Bethlehem grade levels, and Cold Soda Club.  
 

Baptisms 

Raphael Martinez, son of Joel Martinez and Tara (Federer) Sarmiento 

Jefferson Lee Haack, son of Austin and Hannah (Even) Haack  

Zyair Jamie Wagner, son of Ashley Wagner  



 

 

 



 

 

To help us defray expenses for producing and mailing our monthly newsletter, we have established a sponsor-
ship program which includes a congregational contributor for a cost of $50 per year; and a commercial contrib-
utor for the cost of $120 per year.  If interested, please drop off your payment or call the church office at 452-
4331.  
 

Congregational Sponsors 
      

Jim & Judy Heinecke    Bob & Lori Gottowski    Cliff & Gail Schlegel 
Bethlehem MusicFest    Leonard Johnson    Bev Fischer  
Joan Osthelder    Dennis and Nancy Bearns   Sandra Fischer   
    
    
 

Commercial Sponsors 
Advanced Comfort Systems  Irish Roofing  Boneck Printing  Keith Wyckoff Siding 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

VISITOR SPONSORSHIP 

Pastoral Care 
When you are hospitalized, please notify the church office (of have a family member or friend noti-
fy us). Due to privacy laws the hospitals no longer contact the church. 

Personal Information Changes 
If you have changed your name, address, phone number etc. please notify the church office im-
mediately with your information. You can call the church office at 452-4331 or email 
jodi.damrau@ourbethlehem.com with your new/current information.  Thank you for your help. 

Room Reservation Reminder For Heads of Boards 
Just a reminder to make sure that you let the church office know ASAP if and when you need 
to reserve a room so we can be sure that there are no conflicts. Thank you! 

Visit Us Online 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School is on Facebook.com. Look for updates and infor-
mation by typing Bethlehem Lutheran School. For more school information, please visit us at 
our website, www.ourbethlehem.com. 

http://www.ourbethlehem.com/


 

 


