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 The Third Sunday in Advent  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

December 13 & 14, 2025 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
O God, by the patient endurance of Your only begotten Son You beat 
down the pride of the old enemy.  Help us to treasure rightly in our hearts 
what our Lord has borne for our sakes that, after His example, we may 
bear with patience those things that are adverse to us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
Sometimes life requires the astonishing patience of Job. Like him, we are 
to rejoice in the midst of affliction, be grounded in repentance under the 
cross of Christ, and hope relentlessly in His resurrection, that we might 
see “the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful” (James 5:11). In the promise of the Gospel, therefore, “be 
patient” and “establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand” (James 5:7, 8). Like St. John the Baptist, whatever your own kind 
of prison or suffering may be, call upon Jesus and receive the strength of 
His Word from those He sends to you. For as “the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised up,” so is the Good News of Jesus preached to you also 
(Matt. 11:5). He comes and restores the fortunes of Zion, His Holy 
Church, so that “sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Is. 35:10). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
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2 Born Thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
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in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 71:14-18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

P  Rejoice in the Lord always; 
  again I will say, Rejoice. 

C  I will hope continually 
  and will praise you yet more and more. 

P  My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of 
salvation all the day, for their number is past my knowledge. 

C  With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come; 
I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. 

P  O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 

C  So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not 
forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another 
generation, your power to all those to come. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, Rejoice. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and 
to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious 
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Adult Choir – “Look at the World” (10:30) 

 
Epistle James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You 
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 
is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so 
that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the 
door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we 
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard 
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of 
the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he 
sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who 
is not offended by me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear 
soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This 
is he of whom it is written, 
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“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the 
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 
“Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
All you children of the day!” 
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2 Startled at the solemn warning, 
Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies. 

 
3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 
4 So, when next He comes in glory 

And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
And with words of love draw near. 

 
Stand 
 

 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 
To the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit 
While eternal ages run! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold 
me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 
 

Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 
 

348 - The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
 

797 - Praise the Almighty 
 

636 - Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

according to Thy word, 
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for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you 
peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 
1 The gifts Christ freely gives 

He gives to you and me 
To be His Church, His bride, 
His chosen, saved and free! 
Saints blest with these rich gifts 
Are children who proclaim 
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That they were won by Christ 
And cling to His strong name. 

 
2 The gifts flow from the font 

Where He calls us His own; 
New life He gives that makes 
Us His and His alone. 
Here He forgives our sins 
With water and His Word; 
The triune God Himself 
Gives pow’r to call Him Lord. 

 
3 The gifts of grace and peace 

From absolution flow; 
The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
For us to trust and know. 
Forgiveness that we need 
Is granted to us there; 
The Lord of mercy sends 
Us forth in His blest care. 

 
4 The gifts are there each day 

The holy Word is read; 
God’s children listen, hear, 
Receive, and they are fed. 
Christ fills them with Himself, 
Blest words that give them life, 
Restoring and refreshing 
Them for this world’s strife. 

 
5 The gifts are in the feast, 

Gifts far more than we see; 
Beneath the bread and wine 
Is food from Calvary. 
The body and the blood 
Remove our ev’ry sin; 
We leave His presence in 
His peace, renewed again. 

 
6 All glory to the One 

Who lavishes such love; 
The triune God in love 
Assures our life above. 
His means of grace for us 
Are gifts He loves to give; 
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All thanks and praise for His 
Great love by which we live! 

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005811 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for 
the students entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these 
students and their families to your prayer list. 
 
December Prayers 
 
Charlotte & Bennett Wheelan 
Jaxon, Griffin, and Maverick Virant 
 
Annabelle White 
Evelyn Grunewald 
Hazel Gartman 
Lilyahna Gabrielse 
 
Ahnaleigh Tozier 
Adam Dollevoet 
Julia Detlaff 
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UPCOMING ADVENT SERVICE 
 

Wednesday, December 17 (9:00am & 6:00pm)  
Presented by the Bethlehem Grade School Students;  

held in the gym. 
 

Please note that there will be no Soup Supper on 12/17. 
 


