% The Third Sunday in Lent &
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
March 22 & 23, 2025

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written
“News and Notes”.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP

Lord God, we thank You that You have taught us what You would have
us believe and do. Help us by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, to hold fast Your Word in hearts that You have cleansed that
thereby we may be made strong in faith and perfect in holiness and be
comforted in life and death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WORSHIP NOTES

“Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). By this
warning, the Lord would turn us away from wickedness and bring us to
life in Himself. For He is patient with us, that we would not be cut down in
our sin but live and bear fruit in Him. As He lives, the Lord has “no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way
and live” (Ezek. 33:11). So the Scriptures have been “written down for
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come” (1 Cor. 10:11),
that we should not desire evil but trust in Christ. He alone is faithful, the
Rock who feeds us with His “spiritual food” and pours out His “spiritual
drink” (1 Cor. 10:3-4).

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
1  Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing,
May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing,
Rich in love and joy and peace.

2  Laden branches freely bearing
Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing,
Patience, kindness, gentleness.



Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Goodness, faith, and self-control.

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending,
Heaven’s love and joy and peace.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005811

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.
P

C

OTVTOT

In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
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C

command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

" Service of the Word &

Introit

ALL

ALL

Kyrie
C

Psalm 5:4-8; antiphon: Psalm 1:6

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
evil may not dwell with you.

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers.

You destroy those who speak lies;
the LoRD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will
enter your house. | will bow down toward your holy temple
in the fear of you.

Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my
enemies; make your way straight before me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

For the LoORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

5]
C

P

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious
to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
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Sit

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20

7“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house
of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall
give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his
iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. °But if you warn
the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have
delivered your soul.

10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have
you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,
and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 1Say
to them, As | live, declares the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way
and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will
you die, O house of Israel?

12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness
of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and
as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when
he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able
to live by his righteousness when he sins. 3Though | say to the
righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his
righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds
shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he
shall die. *Again, though | say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely
die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right,
15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken
by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice,
he shall surely live; he shall not die. ®None of the sins that he
has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done
what is just and right; he shall surely live.

17"Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when
it is their own way that is not just. ¥¥When the righteous turns
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it.
19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what
is just and right, he shall live by them. 2°Yet you say, ‘The way of
the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, | will judge each of you
according to his ways.”



A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
1] want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized

into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock
was Christ. SNevertheless, with most of them God was not
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

5Now these things took place as examples for us, that we
might not desire evil as they did. "Do not be idolaters as some of
them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink
and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality
as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single
day. *We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did
and were destroyed by serpents, °nor grumble, as some of them
did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 'Now these things
happened to them as an example, but they were written down for
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.
2Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest
he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond
your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way
of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth
chapter.
C Glory beto Thee, O Lord.

1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus]
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans,
because they suffered in this way? 3No, | tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish. “Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they
were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?
5No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
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6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. “And
he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now | have
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and | find none. Cut it down.
Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir,
let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure.
9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not,
you can cut it down.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise beto Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C Ibelievein God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life ¥ everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Offering (10:30)
861 Christ Be My Leader
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.

Gladly | follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.



Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110005811

Sermon

Offering (5:30 & 8:00)

Stand

Offertory
C

LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy
Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold
me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

® Service of the Sacrament &

Preface

([@Nv) O 7T

O 7T

LSB 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as
a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be
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prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosannain the highest.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My &
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My &
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of

the world, have mercy upon us.
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O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
Distribution

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service.
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation.

Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion
Rail.

Distribution Hymns

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure:
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

2 Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

3 Nothing in my hand | bring;
Simply to Thy cross | cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.

4 While | draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
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When | soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.
Text: Public domain

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me
Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me
From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor
| go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior,
And lead the way.

2  Lord, when the tempest rages,
| need not fear,
For You, the Rock of Ages,
Are always near.
Close by Your side abiding,
| fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding,
In peace | go.

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen
And night has come,
I know that You will strengthen
My steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me,
O blessed Friend;
So take my hand and lead me

Unto the end.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110005811

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On
1 Jesus, lead Thou on
Till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.

2 If the way be drear,
If the foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
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Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many_a woe
To our home we go.

When we seek relief

From a long-felt grief,

When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring.
Show us that bright shore
Where we weep no more.

Jesus, lead Thou on

Till our rest is won.

Heav'nly leader, still direct us,
Still support, console, protect us,
Till we safely stand

In our fatherland.

Text: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace

C

according to Thy word,

LSB 199

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast

prepared before the face of all people,

alight to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy

people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy

Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving

P
C

P

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

and His mercy endureth forever.

Let us pray.

LSB 200

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.
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P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
P  Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *¥ give you
peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light
1 Renew me, O eternal Light,
And let my heart and soul be bright,
Ilumined with the light of grace
That issues from Your holy face.

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me
And cleanse all my impurity
That | may have the strength and will
Temptations of the flesh to still.

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord,
That gladly | obey Your Word.
Let what You will be my desire,
And with new life my soul inspire.

4  Grantthat | only You may love
And seek those things which are above
Till I behold You face to face,

O Light eternal, through Your grace.
Text: Public domain
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP

Preacher
Presiding Minister

Organist

Lay Readers

Communion Assistants

Student Assistants

Rev. Jeremy Hanson
Rev. Jeremy Hanson

Susan Wachter

Phil Ditter (5:30)
Bill Lang (8:00)
Karen Hopf (10:30)

Dave Strohschoen & Phil Ditter (5:30)
Bill Lang (8:00)
Brian Hasenstein (10:30)

(A) Olivia Flores (5:30)

(V) Jaxon Freyberg (5:30)

(A) Tevin Davis & Elanore Faucher (8:00)
(U) Robert Wildman & Julia Detlaff (8:00)
(A) Mason Bell & Abigail Bjorn (10:30)

(U) Savannah Brown & Vinny Lemus (10:30)
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students
entrusted to their care, along with their families.

As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and
families to your prayer list.

March Prayers

Georgie Markert
Piper & Faith Payne
Mary Kakuzi

Ahnaleigh Tozier
Zachary & Madelyn Sines
Blake Johnson

Emily Rooker

Theodore Timber
Paisley Cornelius
Amaya Contreras

Rey Briones & Angel Valdez
Mason Bell & Tyler Eddie
Thambi Grunow

Gianna Cervantes
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UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AT BETHLEHEM

Wednesday, March 26" Lent Midweek 8:30am & 6:00pm
(no communion)

Wednesday, April 2™ Lent Midweek 8:30am & 6:00pm
(no communion)
Wednesday, April 9" Lent Midweek 8:30am & 6:00pm
(no communion)
Saturday, April 12" Palm Sunday, 5:30pm (communion)
Sunday, April 13™ Palm Sunday, 8:00am & 10:30am
(communion)
Thursday, April 17 Maundy Thurs,6:00pm (communion)
Friday, April 18% Good Friday, 1:00pm & 7:00pm
(communion)
Saturday, April 19" Easter Vigil, 5:30pm (communion)
Sunday, April 20" Easter, 6:00am, 8:00am & 10:30am

(communion)

Soup Supper will take place at 5:00pm prior to each evening
Lent Midweek service (3/26, 4/2 & 4/9).

Easter Breakfast will take place on 4/20,
beginning after the sunrise service until 10:00am.
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