® The Baptism of Our Lord &
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
January 18, 19 & 22, 2025

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written
“‘News and Notes”.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP

Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You called us to be Your own
possession. Grant that our lives may evidence the working of Your Holy
Spirit in live, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control, according to the image of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

WORSHIP NOTES

The Baptism of our Lord is an “Epiphany” of the one true God in the flesh
and blood of Jesus Christ. In divine mercy, He takes His place with
sinners and takes their sin upon Himself. “When all the people were
baptized,” Jesus submitted Himself to a Baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:21). He had no sins of His own, but He took
the sins of the world upon Himself and so was baptized into His own
death. Therefore, “when you pass through the waters,” He is with you (Is.
43:2). He created you for His glory, and He has redeemed you with His
blood, that you may be His own and live with Him in His kingdom (Is.
43:1, 7). As you are baptized with a Baptism like His, so also are you
united with Him in His death and resurrection that you “might walk in
newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). For all who are baptized into Christ Jesus
receive His anointing of the Holy Spirit and are named by His Father as
beloved and well-pleasing sons and daughters.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

728 How Firm a Foundation
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 “Fear not! | am with you, O be not dismayed,
For | am your God and will still give you aid;
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I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose

I will not, 1 will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never, forsake!

“When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; | only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Text: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Stand

Baptism.
=
C
P
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In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,



C

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
% Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

® Service of the Word =
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Psalm 2:7-11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a
Behold my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights.
| will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are
my Son; today | have begotten you.
Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Behold my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights.

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
This Is the Feast LSB 155
C This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood
set us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of
all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the
Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

5]
C

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan
River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed
Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His
name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors
with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ,
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our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:1-7

1But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For | am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because you are precious in my eyes,
and honored, and | love you,
| give men in return for you,
peoples in exchange for your life.
SFear not, for | am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you.
6] will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Do not withhold;
bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the end of the earth,
“everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Anthem — Adult Choir (8:00)

Epistle Romans 6:1-11
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace
may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still
live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “We were buried
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therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life.

SFor if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 8We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. “For one who has died has been set
free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. *We know that Christ being raised from
the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. 19For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the
life he lives he lives to God. 1So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
C Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel Luke 3:15-22

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ,
16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but
he who is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose sandals |
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. "His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

1850 with many other exhortations he preached good news to
the people. **But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by
him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that
Herod had done, 2°added this to them all, that he locked up John
in prison.

2'Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were
opened, 2and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form,
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like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved
Son; with you | am well pleased.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praiseto You, O Christ.

Sit

Offering (10:30)

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

1

To Jordan’s river came our Lord,

The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,
The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

The Savior came to be baptized—
The Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will
And all His righteousness fulfill.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood

And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove,
Descended on Him from above.

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound
Came God’s own voice with words profound:
“This is My Son,” was His decree,

“The one | love, who pleases Me.”

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005811



Sermon
Offering (5:30 and 8:00)
Stand

Nicene Creed
C Ibelievein one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life ® of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
® Service of the Sacrament &=

Preface LSB 160
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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Sanctus
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In
Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You
have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

p
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
asitis in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit

P

=)
C

C

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My &
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My &
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LSB 163
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant
us peace.
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Distribution

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline
in another congregation.

Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire,
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he
approaches you at the Communion Rail.

Distribution Hymns

735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
1 Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen
To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!

2  Have good cheer, little flock;
Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you
In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!

3  Praise the Lord high above;
Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!

4  Thankful hearts raise to God;
Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you;

Thankful hearts raise to God!
Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005811
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544 O Love, How Deep

1

O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy,

That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!

He sent no angel to our race,

Of higher or of lower place,

But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

For us He prayed; for us He taught;
For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.

For us by wickedness betrayed,

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,

He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

For us He rose from death again;

For us He went on high to reign;

For us He sent His Spirit here

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

Stand

7

All glory to our Lord and God

For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: Public domain

601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized

1

All who believe and are baptized

Shall see the Lord’s salvation;

Baptized into the death of Christ,

They are a new creation.

Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand
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Among the glorious, heav’nly band
Of ev’ry tribe and nation.

With one accord, O God, we pray:
Grant us Your Holy Spirit.

Help us in our infirmity

Through Jesus’ blood and merit.
Grant us to grow in grace each day
That by this sacrament we may
Eternal life inherit.

Text: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164

C

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what
He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His
name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in
Joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P

C

Benediction

P

C

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, how
and forever.

Amen.

LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
Amen.

594 God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It

1

God’s own child, | gladly say it:
| am baptized into Christ!

He, because | could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
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Do | need earth’s treasures many?
| have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
| am baptized into Christ!
| have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3  Satan, hear this proclamation:
| am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
| am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I've traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!

4  Death, you cannot end my gladness:
| am baptized into Christ!
When | die, | leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

5  There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I'll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
| am baptized into Christ;

I’'m a child of paradise!
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005811
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP

Preacher Rev. Patrick Niles
Presiding Minister Rev. Jeremy Hanson
Organists Sandy Kasten

Susan Wachter

Lay Readers Barb Nitsch (5:30)

Luke Timm (8:00)
Luther Bajus (10:30)
Randy Holler (6:00)

Communion Assistants

Dave Strohschoen & Mark Cyr (5:30)
Jeff Wegner (8:00)

Luther Bajus (10:30)

Randy Holler (6:00)

The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students
entrusted to their care, along with their families.

As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and
families to your prayer list.

January Prayers

Lincoln, Linden & Zendaya TenDolle
Derek Senkbeil
Jacob Steinhaus

Gabriela & Isabela Sarifiana
Patrick & Megan Stroede
Sebastian Taylor

Adalyn, William & Alexander Ursprung
Logan Stelter
Adaline Lopez

Oliver Yurk

Hailey & Nathan Boenisch
Gideon Marquez
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