
 

1 

 

 Reformation  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

October 25, 26 & 29, 2025 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts that He may rule and 
direct us according to Your will, comfort us in all our temptations and 
afflictions, defend us from all error, and lead us into all truth that we, 
being steadfast in faith, may increase in all good works and in the end 
obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
“Wisdom is justified by her deeds” (Matt. 11:19), and the true Wisdom of 
God, Christ Jesus, the incarnate Son, justifies us by His deeds. He 
prepares His way by the preaching of repentance, but He has suffered 
the violence of the Law and voluntarily handed Himself over to violent 
men, that we might eat and drink with Him in His kingdom and “remain in 
the house forever” (John 8:35). For He is “a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners” (Matt. 11:19), and He has rescued us by His grace from the 
slavery of sin and death. By the proclamation of His eternal Gospel “to 
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 
people” (Rev. 14:6), “the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law” (Rom. 3:21), “that he might be just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). And by hearing the Gospel 
of Christ Jesus, “whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to 
be received by faith” (Rom. 3:25), “you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free” (John 8:32). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
578 Thy Strong Word 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, 
And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth 
All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluias without end! 

 
Stand 
 

 6 God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
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Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
Remain standing 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  
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Introit  Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

P  I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 
  and shall not be put to shame. 

C  I will bless the LORD at all times; 
  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

P  My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
  let the humble hear and be glad. 

C  Come, O children, listen to me; 
  I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

P  The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
  none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O 
Lord,] and shall not be put to shame. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood 
set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of 
all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the 
Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on 
Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and 
truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend 
us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your 
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
First Reading Revelation 14:6–7 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an 
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every 
nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a 
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of 
his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem – Grades 5K-3 Choir (5:30) 
 
Anthem – Adult Choir (8:00 and 10:30) “Christ is Our Cornerstone” 
(congregation joins on the last stanza) 

 
 4 Here may we gain from thee 
  The grace which we implore; 
  And may that grace 
  Be evermore. 
  Oh blessed day; 
  When all the blessed, 
  To endless rest, 
  Are called away. 

 
Epistle Romans 3:19–28 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and 
the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works 
of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former 
sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what 
kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For 
we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 11:12–19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
12[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it 
by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until 
John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 
come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 16“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 

17“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
 we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He 
has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Offering (10:30) 
 
Stand 

 
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 
 (Adult Choir Only – 8:00 and 10:30) 
2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
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Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 
3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 
4 The Word they still shall let remain 

Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Though these all be gone, 
Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 
Anthem – Grades 5K-3 Choir (5:30) 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
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He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 

 
645 - Built on the Rock 

 
566 - By Grace I’m Saved 

 
794 - The Lord, My God, Be Praised 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
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Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Public domain 
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 
 
Preacher   Rev. Jeremy Hanson 
Presiding Minister Rev. Patrick Niles 
     
Organists  Sandy Kasten  
                                       Susan Wachter 

 
Lay Readers  Nancy Brown (5:30) 
   Luke Timm (8:00) 
   Corben Renzelmann (10:30) 
   Randy Holler (6:00) 
 
Communion Assistants          

Jim Schmidt & Richard Zimbal Sr. (5:30) 
   Jon Krueger (8:00) 
   Luther Bajus (10:30) 
   Randy Holler (6:00) 
 
Student Assistants 

(A) Georgie Markert & Zac Sines (5:30) 
(U) Zach Hackbarth & Amaya Contreras (5:30) 
(A) Amelia Flores & Lauren Markevitch (8:00) 
(U) Olivia Ostermann & Austin Gries (8:00) 
(Cross Bearer) Luke Milatz (8:00) 
(A) Kaleb Allen & Jax Fehlhaber (10:30) 
(U) Juliet Calkins & Mason Bell (10:30) 
(Cross Bearer) Vinny Lemus (10:30) 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for 
the students entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these 
students and their families to your prayer list. 
 
October Prayers 
 
Edith Thao 
Robert Wildman 
Jolene & Emaline Backhaus 
 
Anastasia & Veronica Backus 
Annaliese Barts 
Lucas Wade 
 
Theodore Timber 
Skye Verstegen 
Isabella Bhowmick 
Persephony Burgard 
 
Caleb, Joseph & Judah Tschudy 
Adalyn, William & Zander Ursprung 

 
 

 
 


