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 The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

July 13, 14 & 17, 2024 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward 
us sinners You have given us Your Son that, believing in Him, we might 
have eternal life.  Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
remain steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life 
everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
Amos did not choose to be a prophet, but the Lord took him “from 
following the flock” and said to him, “Go, prophesy to my people 
Israel” (Amos 7:15). It was a hard word given him to preach: King 
Jeroboam would “die by the sword,” and Israel would “go into exile away 
from his land” (Amos 7:10–11). For this word, Amos was hated and 
threatened. St. John the Baptist also suffered for his faithful preaching of 
repentance. King Herod “sent and seized John and bound him in 
prison,” even though he knew that John “was a righteous and holy 
man” (Mark 6:17, 20). Out of pride and fear, Herod “sent an executioner 
with orders to bring John’s head” (Mark 6:27). Yet in Christ, St. John the 
Baptist “has been raised from the dead” (Mark 6:14, 16). For Christ is the 
destruction of death itself “before the foundation of the world,” and even 
now by faith, “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” has blessed 
us in Christ “with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” (Eph. 
1:3–4). Through Baptism into Christ, you also “were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit” for life and salvation (Eph. 1:13). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
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While the hope of endless glory 
Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 

 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
Me to realms of endless day. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
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P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 143:1-2, 8a; antiphon: v.11 

P  For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 
  In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

C  Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
  In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

P  Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
  for no one living is righteous before you. 

C  Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 
  for in you I trust. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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ALL  For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name, we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
To You, O sole-begotten, 
The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy; 
You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 
Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. 
“Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the 
temptations of the devil and courage to proclaim 
repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your 
Son faithfully even into suffering and death; through the 
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same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Amos 7:7–15 
 7This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was 
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in 
his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” 
And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line 
 in the midst of my people Israel; 
 I will never again pass by them; 
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
 and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
 and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword.” 

 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of 
Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of 
the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 
11For thus Amos has said, 

“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
 and Israel must go into exile 
 away from his land.’” 

12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land 
of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, 13but never 
again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a 
temple of the kingdom.” 
 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no 
prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and a 
dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD took me from following 
the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 
Israel.’” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons 
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through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the 
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness 
of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things 
according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him 
you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:14–29 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. 
Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. 
That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But 
others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like 
one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he 
said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was 
Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison 
for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he 
had married her. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a 
grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she 
could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
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righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard 
him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a 
banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading 
men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to 
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 
23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up 
to half of my kingdom.” 24And she went out and said to her 
mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of 
John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with haste to 
the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was 
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he 
did not want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the king 
sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went 
and beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his head on a 
platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 
29When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body 
and laid it in a tomb. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 
Fount of purest pleasure, 
Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish 
Shall my spirit languish, 
Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
Thou art mine, 
O Lamb divine! 
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 
2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 
Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, 
Ev’ry heart be quaking, 
Jesus calms my fear. 
Lightnings flash 
And thunders crash; 
Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
Jesus will not fail me. 

 
3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 
Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me 
Nor thy threats alarm me 
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While I sing of peace. 
God’s great pow’r 
Guards ev’ry hour; 
Earth and all its depths adore Him, 
Silent bow before Him. 

 
4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 
Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! 
Naught to me thy story 
Told with tempting voice. 
Pain or loss, 
Or shame or cross, 
Shall not from my Savior move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 

 
5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 
Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
Come not forth again. 
Past thy hour, 
O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

 
6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 
Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
Still have peace within. 
Yea, whate’er 
I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 & 8:00) 
 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of 
Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in 
Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 



 

11 

 

Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the 
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline 
in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those 
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when 
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, 
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the 
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. 
 
Distribution Hymns 

 
585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 
For round us falls the eventide. 
O let Your Word, that saving light, 
Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 
2 In these last days of great distress 

Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 
That we keep pure till life is spent 
Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 
3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 

Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 
To shine Your Word of saving grace 
Into each dark and loveless place. 
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4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 
The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 
Bold, unified in act and song. 

 
5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 
6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious confidence. 

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
810 O God of God, O Light of Light 

1 O God of God, O Light of Light, 
O Prince of Peace and King of kings: 
To you in heaven’s glory bright 
The song of praise forever rings. 
To Him who sits upon the throne, 
The Lamb once slain but raised again, 
Be all the glory He has won, 
All thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 

 
2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, 

And grand in poets’ wingèd word, 
Slowly in type, from age to age 
The nations saw their coming Lord; 
Till through the deep Judean night 
Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 
Sung once by firstborn sons of light, 
It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 

 
3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, 

That death so steeped in hate and scorn— 
These all are past, and now above 
He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn. 
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! 
So sang that host beyond our ken. 
Lift up your heads, your King awaits. 
We lift them up. Amen, amen. 
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4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song, 
And shout His name, His mercies tell! 
Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, 
And all on earth, your anthem swell! 
All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! 
Forever let the song ascend! 
Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 
All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 

Text: Public domain 

 
 
746 Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit 

1 Through Jesus’ blood and merit 
I am at peace with God. 
What, then, can daunt my spirit, 
However dark my road? 
My courage shall not fail me, 
For God is on my side; 
Though hell itself assail me, 
Its rage I may deride. 

 
2 There’s nothing that can sever 

From this great love of God; 
No want, no pain whatever, 
No famine, peril, flood. 
Though thousand foes surround me, 
For slaughter mark His sheep, 
They never shall confound me, 
The vict’ry I shall reap. 

 
3 For neither life’s temptation 

Nor death’s most trying hour 
Nor angels of high station 
Nor any other pow’r 
Nor things that now are present 
Nor things that are to come 
Nor height, however pleasant, 
Nor darkest depths of gloom 

 
4 Nor any creature ever 

Shall from the love of God 
This ransomed sinner sever; 
For in my Savior’s blood 
This love has its foundation; 
God hears my faithful prayer 
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And long before creation 
Named me His child and heir. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C O Lord, now let Your servant  

Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles 
Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
  
All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Public domain 
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