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 3rd Sunday after Pentecost   
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

June 12, 13 & 16, 2021 
 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

... to our guests and members as we gather for worship today! 
Please place your names in our red “Record of Fellowship” 
books. Please give attention to the written “News and Notes”. 

 
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, You are the creator and sustainer of all 
things. You looked upon your creation and saw that it was good. On this 
day, we humbly ask that You would protect our bodies and souls from all 
harm and danger. Make our flesh and spirit united as one in worship and 
devotion to you, through Jesus Christ Your son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirt, one God now and forever. Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
Our epistle reading from 2 Corinthians stresses the heavenly things. 
Even if our bodies and other physical things decay and are destroyed, 
Jesus serves as the true heavenly temple. His body both his own human 
body and the body of Christ, the Christian Church, are the places where 
true worship is found. Yes it is important to take care of the earthly things 
we have been given, including our bodies. But we await a day when all 
the imperfections of this life are perfected and live in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord bless you and keep you today and always. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 
601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized 

1 All who believe and are baptized 
Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
They are a new creation. 
Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand 
Among the glorious, heav’nly band 
Of ev’ry tribe and nation. 
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2 With one accord, O God, we pray: 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 
Help us in our infirmity 
Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 
Grant us to grow in grace each day 
That by this sacrament we may 
Eternal life inherit. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

             C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,   
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 

declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Introit 

P It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

C The righteous flourish like the palm tree 
 and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

P They are planted in the house of the LORD; 
 they flourish in the courts of our God. 

C They still bear fruit in old age; 
 they are ever full of sap and green, 

P to declare that the LORD is upright; 
 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

ALL  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis (5:30pm, 8:00am and 6:00pm) LSB 204 
C   To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
  To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
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  For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
This Is the Feast (10:30am) LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood 
set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of 
all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the 
Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
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Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22–24 
 22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the 
lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the 
topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it 
on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel 
will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and 
become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; 
in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all 
the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low 
the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, 
and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, 
and I will do it.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 
 1We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing 
to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we 
may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that 
we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing 
is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
 6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we 
are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk 
by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has 
done in the body, whether good or evil. 
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 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. 
But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to 
your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you 
again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be 
able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and 
not about what is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it 
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love 
of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one 
has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for all, that 
those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and was raised. 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 These things are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 4:26–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, 
and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth 
produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain 
in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the 
sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 
God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of 
mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.” 
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 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as 
they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them without a 
parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained 
everything. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed (5:30pm, 8:00am and 6:00pm) 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 
Nicene Creed (10:30am) 

C I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
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who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 
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3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
(The 10:30 am service continues with the Service of the Sacrament. The 
5:30pm, 8:00am & 6:00pm services conclude with the Lord’s Prayer, 
Benediction, and Closing Hymn.) 
 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
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You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of 
Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in 
Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the 
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline 
in another congregation. 
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Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those 
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when 
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, 
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the 
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. 
 
 
Distribution Hymns 

 
725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005811 

 
743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 
Fount of purest pleasure, 
Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish 
Shall my spirit languish, 
Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
Thou art mine, 
O Lamb divine! 
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. 
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2 In Thine arms I rest me; 
Foes who would molest me 
Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, 
Ev’ry heart be quaking, 
Jesus calms my fear. 
Lightnings flash 
And thunders crash; 
Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
Jesus will not fail me. 

 
3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 
Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me 
Nor thy threats alarm me 
While I sing of peace. 
God’s great pow’r 
Guards ev’ry hour; 
Earth and all its depths adore Him, 
Silent bow before Him. 

 
4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 
Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! 
Naught to me thy story 
Told with tempting voice. 
Pain or loss, 
Or shame or cross, 
Shall not from my Savior move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 

 
5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 
Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
Come not forth again. 
Past thy hour, 
O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

 
6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 
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Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
Still have peace within. 
Yea, whate’er 
I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Text: Public domain 

 
761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 
2 Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 
3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

C O Lord, now let Your servant  
Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
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A light to lead the Gentiles 
Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
  
All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light 
1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 

And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace 
That issues from Your holy face. 

 
2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 

And cleanse all my impurity 
That I may have the strength and will 
Temptations of the flesh to still. 
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3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 

That gladly I obey Your Word. 
Let what You will be my desire, 
And with new life my soul inspire. 

 
4 Grant that I only You may love 

And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold You face to face, 
O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

Text: Public domain 
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