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 The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

October 12, 13 & 16, 2024 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins and 
deliverance from eternal death.  Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that 
our faith in Christ may increase daily and that we may hold fast to the 
hope that on the Last Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Lord is the Author and Giver of life, as well as a consuming fire of 
judgment against all “who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn 
aside the needy in the gate” (Amos 5:12). “Seek the Lord and 
live,” therefore, by hating what is evil, loving what is good and doing what 
is just and right, according to His Word. “And so the Lord, the God of 
hosts, will be with you” (Amos 5:6, 14–15). Understand that “no one is 
good except God alone” (Mark 10:18). The life that you are called to live 
is found neither in your “great possessions,” nor in your good works, but 
only in Christ Jesus. Let go of “all that you have” and follow Him, even 
unto death, and “you will have treasure in heaven” (Mark 10:21–22). Do 
not harden your heart against His voice, nor turn away from Him, lest 
you “fall away from the living God.” Rather, hear and heed His call, cling 
to His Word and “exhort one another every day,” that you may remain 
steadfast in Christ and “firm to the end” (Heb. 3:12–15). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 
To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
Our hearts have turned away, 
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Your precious blood can wash us 
And make us clean today. 

 
2 Today Your gate is open, 

And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 
3 Today our Father calls us; 

His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
It is our Father’s home. 

 
4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
One ear will hear our prayer. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Baptism – Hailey Sue Hemschemeyer (10:30) 
 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
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C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 112:3-6; antiphon: v.1 

P  Praise the LORD! Blessèd is the man who fears the LORD, 
  who greatly delights in his commandments! 

C  Wealth and riches are in his house, 
  and his righteousness endures forever. 

P  Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; 
  he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

C  It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; 
  who conducts his affairs with justice. 

P  For the righteous will never be moved; 
  he will be remembered forever. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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ALL  Praise the LORD! Blessèd is the man who fears the 
LORD, who greatly delights in his commandments! 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name, we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
To You, O sole-begotten, 
The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy; 
You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 
Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. 
“Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and 
follows us, help us to forsake all trust in earthly gain and to 
find in You our heavenly treasure; for You live and reign 
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with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 

6Seek the LORD and live, 
 lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, 
 and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel, 
7O you who turn justice to wormwood 
 and cast down righteousness to the earth! . . . 

10They hate him who reproves in the gate, 
 and they abhor him who speaks the truth. 
11Therefore because you trample on the poor 
 and you exact taxes of grain from him, 
you have built houses of hewn stone, 
 but you shall not dwell in them; 
you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
 but you shall not drink their wine. 
12For I know how many are your transgressions 
 and how great are your sins— 
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
 and turn aside the needy in the gate. 
13Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, 
 for it is an evil time. 
14Seek good, and not evil, 
 that you may live; 
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
 as you have said. 
15Hate evil, and love good, 
 and establish justice in the gate; 
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 
 will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Grades 1-3 Choir (5:30) 
Anthem – Grades 7-8 Choir (8:00) 

 
Epistle Hebrews 3:12–19 

12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 
13But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
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“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness 
of sin. 14For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
confidence firm to the end. 15As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

16For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all 
those who left Egypt led by Moses? 17And with whom was he 
provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, 
whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom did he swear 
that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were 
disobedient? 19So we see that they were unable to enter 
because of unbelief. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 10:17–22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 17As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and 
knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good except God alone. 19You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your 
father and mother.’” 20And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I 
have kept from my youth.” 21And Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the saying, he went 
away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 
“All in My way abiding; 
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 
Obey My call and guiding. 
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 
Take My example for your guide. 
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2 “I am the light, I light the way, 
A godly life displaying; 
I bid you walk as in the day; 
I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show 
How you must sojourn here below. 

 
3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 

My soul with love is glowing; 
And gracious words My lips express, 
With meekness overflowing. 
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 
To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 
4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 

What harms your soul’s salvation, 
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 
From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul 
And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

 
5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 

And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, 
In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain 
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 & 8:00) 
Anthem – Grades 1-3 Choir (5:30) 
Anthem – Grades 7-8 Choir (8:00) 
 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of 
Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in 
Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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Sit 
 

Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the 
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline 
in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those 
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when 
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, 
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the 
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. 
 
Distribution Hymns 

 
743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 
Fount of purest pleasure, 
Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish 
Shall my spirit languish, 
Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
Thou art mine, 
O Lamb divine! 
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. 
 

2 In Thine arms I rest me; 
Foes who would molest me 
Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, 
Ev’ry heart be quaking, 
Jesus calms my fear. 
Lightnings flash 
And thunders crash; 
Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
Jesus will not fail me. 

 
3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 
Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me 
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Nor thy threats alarm me 
While I sing of peace. 
God’s great pow’r 
Guards ev’ry hour; 
Earth and all its depths adore Him, 
Silent bow before Him. 

 
4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 
Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! 
Naught to me thy story 
Told with tempting voice. 
Pain or loss, 
Or shame or cross, 
Shall not from my Savior move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 

 
5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 
Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
Come not forth again. 
Past thy hour, 
O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

 
6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 
Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
Still have peace within. 
Yea, whate’er 
I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Text: Public domain 

 
809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 
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ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will! 

 
2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 

 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way, 
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 
4 Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands 
Offend against my God. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

C O Lord, now let Your servant  
Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles 
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Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
  
All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past  
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home: 

 
2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 
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3 Before the hills in order stood 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

 
4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home! 

Text: Public domain 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students 
entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and 
families to your prayer list. 
 
October Prayers  
 

• Olivia, Amelia, Gracia, Alejandro & Lucia Flores 

• Myra & Silas Aschenbach 

• Miguel Yinko 
 

• Jolene & Emaline Backhaus 

• Jax & Scout Fehlhaber 

• Lucas Wade 
 

• Caleb, Joseph & Judah Tschudy 

• Hank & Vernon Scholz 

• Loraina Violetta 
 

• Abram & Lark Roerdink 

• Robert Wildman 

• Esai Volk-Medina 
 

                 
 


