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 The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

October 18, 19 & 22, 2025 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward 
us sinners You have given us Your Son that, believing in Him, we might 
have everlasting life.  Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
remain steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life 
everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
“Left alone,” Jacob wrestled through the night with the Lord, “until the 
breaking of the day” (Gen. 32:24). Though “Jacob’s hip was put out of 
joint as he wrestled with him” (Gen. 32:25), he would not let go until the 
Lord blessed him. At times, we, too, strive with God; He strives with us 
and blesses us by grace. So Jesus teaches us “always to pray and not 
lose heart” (Luke 18:1). Jesus speaks of “a judge who neither feared 
God nor respected man” and of a widow “who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary’” (Luke 18:2–3). Because 
of her persistence, the judge agreed to “give her justice” (Luke 18:5). Our 
Lord dispenses justice generously and swiftly, giving “justice to his elect, 
who cry to him day and night” (Luke 18:7). He does so according to the 
Gospel. Therefore, His ministers are to persevere faithfully in their 
vocation, in what they “have learned and have firmly believed” (2 Tim. 
3:14). On the basis of “the sacred writings” (2 Tim. 3:15), they are 
to “preach the word” at all times and not lose heart (2 Tim. 4:2). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 

1 With the Lord begin your task; 
Jesus will direct it. 
For His aid and counsel ask; 
Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, 
And when day is ended, 
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In His name then close your eyes; 
Be to Him commended. 

 
2 Let each day begin with prayer, 

Praise, and adoration. 
On the Lord cast ev’ry care; 
He is your salvation. 
Morning, evening, and at night 
Jesus will be near you, 
Save you from the tempter’s might, 
With His presence cheer you. 

 
3 With your Savior at your side, 

Foes need not alarm you; 
In His promises confide, 
And no ill can harm you. 
All your trust and hope repose 
In the mighty Master, 
Who in wisdom truly knows 
How to stem disaster. 

 
4 If your task be thus begun 

With the Savior’s blessing, 
Safely then your course will run, 
Toward the promise pressing. 
Good will follow ev’rywhere 
While you here must wander; 
You at last the joy will share 
In the mansions yonder. 

 
5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task 

Be to You commended; 
May Your will be done, I ask, 
Until life is ended. 
Jesus, in Your name begun 
Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done 
To Your praise forever. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 
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P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 74:18-19, 21, 20a, 22a; antiphon: v.2a 

P  Remember your congregation, which you have purchased 
of old, which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your 
heritage! 

C  Remember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs, 
and a foolish people reviles your name. 

P  Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; 
do not forget the life of your poor forever. 
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C  Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; 
let the poor and needy praise your name. 

P  Have regard for the covenant; 
arise, O God, defend your cause. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  Remember your congregation, which you have 
purchased of old, which you have redeemed to be the 
tribe of your heritage! 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name, we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
To You, O sole-begotten, 
The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy; 
You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 
Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. 
“Amen!” our glad reply. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have 
commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us. 
Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern 
our hearts in all things that we may persevere with steadfast 
faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 32:22–30 

 22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his 
two female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the 
ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left 
alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 
25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has 
broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless 
me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, 
and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me 
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And 
there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 
has been delivered.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Adult Choir (5:30) 
 
Epistle 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

 14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15and how 
from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
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faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work. 
 1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who 
is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not endure 
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As 
for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 18:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought 
always to pray and not lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city 
there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 
3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4For a while he 
refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear 
God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by 
her continual coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God give justice to his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over 
them? 8I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
586 Preach You the Word 

1 Preach you the Word and plant it home 
To men who like or like it not, 
The Word that shall endure and stand 
When flow’rs and men shall be forgot. 

 
2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task 

Your servant bade us undertake: 
To preach Your Word and never ask 
What prideful profit it may make. 

 
3 The sower sows; his reckless love 

Scatters abroad the goodly seed, 
Intent alone that all may have 
The wholesome loaves that all men need. 

 
4 Though some be snatched and some be scorched 

And some be choked and matted flat, 
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The sower sows; his heart cries out, 
“Oh, what of that, and what of that?” 

 
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
Will watch and tend His planted Word. 

Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110005811 

 
Sermon 
 
Welcome & Recognition of our New Members (8:00) 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
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and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of 
Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in 
Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 
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Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 
 

560 - Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed 
 

567 - Not What These Hands Have Done 
 

570 - Just as I Am, without One Plea 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C O Lord, now let Your servant  

Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles 
Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
  
All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

728 How Firm a Foundation 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 
3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

 
4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 
The flames will not hurt you; I only design 
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

 
5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 

Text: Public domain 
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 
 
Preacher   Rev. Jeremy Hanson 
Presiding Minister Rev. Patrick Niles 
     
Organists  Sandy Kasten  
                                       Susan Wachter 

 
Lay Readers  Erika Brown (5:30) 
   Lisa Timm (8:00) 
   David Ames (10:30) 
   Randy Holler (6:00) 
 
Communion Assistants          

Phil Ditter & Pete Nikisch (5:30) 
   Bill Lang (8:00) 
   David Ames (10:30) 
   Randy Holler (6:00) 
 
Student Assistants 

(A) Izzy Crego & Elias Robledo (5:30) 
(U) Griffin Cyr & Logan Stelter (5:30) 
(A) Robert Wildman & Natalee Siech (8:00) 
(U) Jacon Krautkramer & Mitchel Siech (8:00) 
(A) Caleb Tschudy & Vinny Lemus (10:30) 
(U) Hayley Haas & Savannah Brown (10:30) 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for 
the students entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these 
students and their families to your prayer list. 
 
October Prayers 
 
Edith Thao 
Robert Wildman 
Jolene & Emaline Backhaus 
 
Anastasia & Veronica Backus 
Annaliese Barts 
Lucas Wade 
 
Theodore Timber 
Skye Verstegen 
Isabella Bhowmick 
Persephony Burgard 
 
Caleb, Joseph & Judah Tschudy 
Adalyn, William & Zander Ursprung 

 
 

 
 


