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 The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

August 16 & 20, 2025 
 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
O God, by the patient endurance of Your only begotten Son You beat 
down the pride of the old enemy.  Help us to treasure rightly in our hearts 
what our Lord has borne for our sakes that, after His example, we may 
bear with patience those things that are adverse to us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Lord Jesus causes fear and trembling and division because His 
Word is “like fire … and like a hammer that breaks the rock in 
pieces” (Jer. 23:29). His Law puts us all to death, whereas only His 
Gospel can bring us to life. He has fulfilled that Word for us by His cross 
and in His resurrection from the dead. He undergoes such a distressing 
baptism, accomplished by His death, in order to open the way for us 
through our Holy Baptism into His cross and resurrection. So, then, if we 
are able “to interpret the appearance of earth and sky” (Luke 12:56), let 
us mark this sign of His cross — recognizing that this world is subject to 
death, but knowing that Christ Jesus also has conquered death and 
obtained life everlasting for us. Let us fix our eyes on “Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith,” and “run with endurance the race that is set 
before us” (Heb. 12:1–2). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
578 Thy Strong Word 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
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Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, 
And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth 
All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluias without end! 

 
Stand 
 

 6 God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
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Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
Remain standing 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  
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Introit  Psalm 55:1, 12-14, 16; antiphon: v. 22 

P  Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; 
  he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 

C  Give ear to my prayer, O God, 
  and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy! 

P  For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then I could bear it; 
it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I 
could hide from him. 

C  But it is you, a man, my equal, 
my companion, my familiar friend. 

P  We used to take sweet counsel together; 
within God’s house we walked in the throng. 

C  But I call to God, 
and the LORD will save me. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain 
you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 
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We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 
Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive 
our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the 
sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us 
grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His 
redeeming work and daily follow in His way; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 
 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of 
the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. 
They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the 
LORD. 17They say continually to those who despise the word of 
the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who 
stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall 
come upon you.’” 

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
 to see and to hear his word, 
 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
 Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 
 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
 until he has executed and accomplished 
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 the intents of his heart. 
In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

21“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, 
 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 
 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
 and from the evil of their deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar 
off? 24Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot 
see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? 
declares the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said 
who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have 
dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the 
prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of 
their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name 
by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers 
forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell 
the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word 
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the 
LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a 
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Lacey & Abigail Hanson, “With Music I Will Praise Thee” 

 
Epistle Hebrews 11:17—12:3 

 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up 
his only son, 18of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named.” 19He considered that God was able even to 
raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back. 20By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on 
Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of 
the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 
22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the 
exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his 
bones. 
 23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24By faith 
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Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated with the 
people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He 
considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith 
he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he 
endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the 
Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the 
firstborn might not touch them. 
 29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, 
but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were 
drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had 
been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did 
not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
 32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets— 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
34quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 
foreign armies to flight. 35Women received back their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life. 36Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with 
the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens 
and caves of the earth. 
 39And all these, though commended through their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, 40since God had provided something 
better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 12:49–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 49[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that 
it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism to be baptized with, 
and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51Do you 
think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division. 52For from now on in one house there will be five 
divided, three against two and two against three. 53They will be 
divided, father against son and son against father, mother 
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-
in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in 
the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it 
happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 
‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but 
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 
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3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Installation of Teachers – Lutheran High School (5:30) 
Rededication of Staff and Faculty – Lutheran High School (5:30) 
 
Offering (5:30) 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
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 Service of the Sacrament  

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 
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Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 

 
728 - How Firm a Foundation 

 
580 - The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 

 
582 - God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage 

 
 
Stand 

 
 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 

1 Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your king. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
2 With voice as full and strong 

As ocean’s surging praise, 
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 
The psalms of ancient days. Refrain 

 
3 With all the angel choirs, 

With all the saints on earth 
Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 
True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain 

 
4 Yet on and onward still, 

With hymn and chant and song, 
Through gate and porch and columned aisle 
The hallowed pathways throng. Refrain 

 
5 Still lift your standard high, 

Still march in firm array, 
As pilgrims through the darkness wend 
Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 

 
6 At last the march shall end; 

The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

 
Stand 
 

 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 
The Lord whom we adore: 
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The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
One God forevermore. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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