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 The Last Sunday of the Church Year  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

November 23, & 24, 2024 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your 
light upon Your Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine of the 
blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and finally attain to 
the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The signs of the end are all around us, constant reminders that “heaven 
and earth will pass away.” But all of these signs are centered in the cross 
of Christ, whereby He has conquered sin and death, that we might be 
raised with Him in righteousness through His Word of the Gospel, 
which “will not pass away” (Mark 13:31). He is “the firstborn of the 
dead,” who in His great love “has freed us from our sins by his 
blood” (Rev. 1:5). His salvation is certain because “his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion” and His Kingdom “shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 
7:14). For this purpose He came into the world, to reign in love through 
His voice of the Gospel, which is the truth (John 18:37). So is the 
righteousness of Christ “a light to the peoples,” which “will never be 
dismayed” because it is the justice of His cross and resurrection (Is. 
51:4–6). As He “is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory,” so wait upon “the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life” (Jude 20–24). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 
The watchmen on the heights are crying; 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
Midnight hears the welcome voices 
And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes, awake! 
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Your lamps with gladness take! 
Alleluia! 
With bridal care 
Yourselves prepare 
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 
Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 
Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 
Hail! Hosanna! 
We enter all 
The wedding hall 
To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 
3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, 

Let saints and angels sing before Thee 
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 
Of one pearl each shining portal, 
Where, joining with the choir immortal, 
We gather round Thy radiant throne. 
No eye has seen the light, 
No ear has heard the might 
Of Thy glory; 
Therefore will we 
Eternally 
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 39:4-5a, 7-8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13b 

P  We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
  the home of righteousness. 

C  O LORD, make me know my end and what is the 
measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am! 

P  Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, 
and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

C  And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 
My hope is in you. 

P  Deliver me from all my transgressions. 
Do not make me the scorn of the fool! 

C  Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; 
hold not your peace at my tears! 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

ALL  We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, the home of righteousness. 

Kyrie LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 
Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive 
our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may 
persevere in both faith and holiness of living; for You live 
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and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:4–6 

4“Give attention to me, my people, 
 and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go out from me, 
 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 
 my salvation has gone out, 
 and my arms will judge the peoples; 
the coastlands hope for me, 
 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
 and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
 the earth will wear out like a garment, 
 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 
but my salvation will be forever, 
 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Men’s Choir, “Now Thank We All Our God” (5:30) 

 
Epistle Jude 20–25 

 20But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit; 21keep yourselves in the love of God, 
waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
eternal life. 22And have mercy on those who doubt; 23save others 
by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment stained by the flesh. 
 24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 
present you blameless before the presence of his glory with 
great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars 
will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out 
the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer 
is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be 
on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will 
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or 
in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 
37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 
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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of His train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 
2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

Robed in glorious majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold Him, 
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall their true Messiah see. 

 
3 Those dear tokens of His passion 

Still His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
To His ransomed worshipers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

High on Thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
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being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who, having created all things, took on human flesh and 
was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the 
cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus 
fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
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company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
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forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns 
 



 

11 

 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
Comes our homage to demand. 

 
2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 

As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heav’nly food. 

 
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending 
From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 
As the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence 
As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

Text: Public domain 

 
631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

1 Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things unseen; 
Here grasp with firmer hand the_eternal grace, 
And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 

 
2 Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 

Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n; 
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n. 

 
3 This is the hour of banquet and of song; 

This is the heav’nly table spread for me; 
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee. 
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4 I have no help but Thine; nor do I need 
Another arm but Thine to lean upon. 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; 
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone. 

 
5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

 
6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

 
7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text: Public domain 

 
355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

1 O Savior, rend the heavens wide; 
Come down, come down with mighty stride; 
Unlock the gates, the doors break down; 
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown. 

 
2 O Father, light from heaven send; 

As morning dew, O Son, descend. 
Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring: 
To Jacob’s line rain down the King. 

 
3 O earth, in flow’ring bud be seen; 

Clothe hill and dale in garb of green. 
Bring forth, O earth, a blossom rare, 
Our Savior, sprung from meadow fair. 

 
4 O Fount of hope, how long, how long? 

When will You come with comfort strong? 
O come, O come, Your throne forego; 
Console us in our vale of woe. 

 
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 
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6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
1 Crown Him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
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Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king 
Through all eternity. 

 
2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
The babe of Bethlehem. 

 
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 

Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 
At mysteries so bright. 

 
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 

Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die. 

 
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown Him with many crowns 
As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
For He is king of all. 

Text: Public domain 
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Thanksgiving Eve worship – Wednesday, November 27 @ 6:00 pm 
Thanksgiving Day worship – Thursday, November 28 @ 10:00 am 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students 
entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and 
families to your prayer list. 
 
November Prayers  
 

• Charlotte & Bennett Wheelan 

• Prince, Legend, Garrison & Willow King 

• McKenna Wegner 
 

• Sadie, Jaylie & Kylie Usadel 

• Conrad & Amelia Hasler 

• Chloe Wettstein 
 

• Eoin & Grady Irish 

• Carson, Jacob & Evelyn Grunewald 

• Annabelle White 
 

• Theodore & Cole Radloff 

• Zander Morrelle 

• Skye Verstegen 
 

                 
 


