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 The Fourth Sunday in Advent  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

December 21 & 22, 2024 
 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 
darkness and put upon ourselves the armor of light now in the time of 
this mortal life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great 
humility, that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to life 
immortal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the nativity of 
our Lord. With Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, 
conceived in her womb by the Spirit of God. As the Lord dealt graciously 
with her and did great things for her (Luke 1:48–49), so also He 
manifests Himself and His glory to us in mercy and gentleness. He 
comes to rule His people in peace, to “shepherd his flock in the strength 
of the Lord.” He comes forth not from the great capital city of Rome or 
Jerusalem, but from lowly little Bethlehem (Micah 5:2, 4). He comes to 
sacrifice Himself, in fulfillment of His Father’s will, for the salvation and 
sanctification of His people (Heb. 10:10). He who once visited Elizabeth 
while hidden in the womb of Mary (Luke 1:39–45) now comes to visit us 
today, hidden in the lowliness of simple water, bread and wine. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! 
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2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! 

 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 
Gloria! 

 
4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
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bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b-7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b-47 

P  My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

C  My mouth derides my enemies, 
  because I rejoice in your salvation. 

P  There is none holy like the LORD; 
  there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 

C  The barren has borne seven, 
  but she who has many children is forlorn. 

P  The LORD kills and brings to life; 
  he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

C  The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
  he brings low and he exalts. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly 
lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 
 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken 
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 
offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he 
added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the 
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first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–45 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill 
country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with 
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the 
sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
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And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 



 

7 

 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold 
me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
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whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

Sit 
 

Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns 

 
935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of His Word; 
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

 
2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 

Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 

Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word! 

Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and forevermore! 

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110005811 
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
And peace to all the earth! 

 
3 How silently, how silently 

The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

 
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 

Text: Public domain 

 
814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 
Let all within me join 
And aid my tongue to bless His name 
Whose favors are divine. 

 
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, 

Nor let His mercies lie 
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Forgotten in unthankfulness 
And without praises die! 

 
3 ’Tis He forgives thy sins; 

’Tis He relieves thy pain; 
’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
And makes thee young again. 

 
4 He crowns thy life with love 

When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 

 
5 He fills the poor with good; 

He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
And justice for th’oppressed. 

 
6 His wondrous works and ways 

He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
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same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you 
peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
1 Of the Father’s love begotten 

Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
2 Oh, that birth forever blessèd, 

When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
3 This is He whom seers in old time 

Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long-expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore. 
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4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
Stand 
 

 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

Text: Public domain 
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 
 
Preacher   Rev. Jeremy Hanson 
Presiding Minister Rev. Patrick Niles  
 
Organists  Sandy Kasten 
   Susan Wachter 
 
Lay Readers  Barb Nitsch (5:30) 

Luke Timm (8:00) 
   Luther Bajus (10:30) 
 
Communion Assistants          

Mark Cyr & Jim Schmidt (5:30) 
Jeff Wegner (8:00) 
Luther Bajus (10:30) 

 
Student Assistants 

(A) Olivia Flores (5:30) 
    (U) Cassi Hanson (5:30) 

(A) Tevin Davis & Axton Weisfeld (8:00) 
(U) Lauren Markevitch & Derek Senkbeil (8:00) 
(A) Eoin Irish & Emerson Leibham (10:30) 
(U) Savannah Brown & Vinny Lemus (10:30) 

 
 
 
The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students 
entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and 
families to your prayer list. 
 
December Prayers  
 

• Addyson, Emma & Nora Niles 

• Oliver Horn 

• Leia Schildbach 
 

• Kaden Anderson 

• Payton, Lauren & Emery Markevitch 

• Aubrey Schallock 
 

• Persephony Burgard 

• Nora, Jacob & Isabella Bult 

• Brixton Roeh 
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UPCOMING  
WORSHIP  

OPPORTUNITIES 
  

   
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

** December 24 - 4:00 pm, Sunday School service 
** December 24 - 6:00 pm, Family service 

** December 24 - 11:00 pm, Candlelight service 
** December 25 - 10:00 am, Christmas Day service 

** December 28/29 - regular weekend services 
** December 31 - 6:00 pm, New Year’s Eve service 

** January 1 - NO service 
 


