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 The Fourth Sunday in Lent  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

March 29 & 30, 2025 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never 
forget Your blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your 
goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in 
Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
God the Father has opened His heart to us in love. While we were “still a 
long way off,” He saw us and “felt compassion” (Luke 15:20). Therefore, 
He gave His only begotten Son for us, making “him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 
Cor. 5:21). By the ministry of reconciliation, He runs to us, embraces us 
in mercy and clothes us with His glory as beloved sons in Christ Jesus. 
And so we give thanks unto the Lord our God, who has taken away our 
sins and turned His anger from us (Is. 12:1). Because He has become 
our salvation, our strength and our song, we “will trust, and will not be 
afraid” (Is. 12:2). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 
To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
And make us clean today. 

 
2 Today Your gate is open, 

And all who enter in 
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Shall find a Father’s welcome 
And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 
3 Today our Father calls us; 

His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
It is our Father’s home. 

 
4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
One ear will hear our prayer. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 51:2-6; antiphon: v.1 

P  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. 

C  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin! 

P  For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. 

C  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your 
words and blameless in your judgment. 

P  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

C  Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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ALL  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 
every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, 
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our 
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 
Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1–6 

1You will say in that day: 
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 
 for though you were angry with me, 
your anger turned away, 
 that you might comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 
 I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 
 and he has become my salvation.” 

 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And 
you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 
 call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
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6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, 
saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: . . . 
 “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property 
that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 
13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, 
a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he 
was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one 
gave him anything. 
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 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I 
perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I 
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as 
one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 
21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
 25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and 
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he 
called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 
27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back 
safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, 
‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, 
that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of 
yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was 
fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; 



 

7 

 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

1 God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 
3 God would not have the sinner die; 

His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
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Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
Stand 
 

 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
New Member Welcome (8:00) 
 
Offering (5:30 & 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold 
me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as 
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a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity 
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 

 
636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 
743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 
420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you 
peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 

 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, 
The honors of Thy name. 

 
3 Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
’Tis life and health and peace. 
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4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 
He sets the pris’ner free. 
His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood avails for me. 

 
5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

Your God, ye fallen race. 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
Be justified by grace. 

 
6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

The Lamb of God was slain. 
His soul was once an off’ring made 
For ev’ry soul of man. 

 
7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

Be now and ever giv’n 
By saints below and saints above, 
The Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Public domain 
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 
 
Preacher   Rev. Patrick Niles 
Presiding Minister Rev. Jeremy Hanson  
 
Organist  Susan Wachter 
 
Lay Readers  Jim Schmidt (5:30) 
   Dan Blackburn (8:00) 
   Luther Bajus (10:30) 
 
Communion Assistants          

Richard Zimbal Sr. & Jim Schmidt (5:30) 
Pat Vanic (8:00) 
Luther Bajus (10:30) 
 

Student Assistants 
(A) Cassi Hanson (5:30) 

    (U) Jacob Grunewald (5:30) 
(A) Garrett Gries & Lauren Markevitch (8:00) 
(U) Austin Gries & Payton Markevitch (8:00) 
(A) Robert Wildman & Gideon Marquez (10:30) 
(U) Addyson Niles & Kendall Schleicher (10:30) 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students 
entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and 
families to your prayer list. 
 
March Prayers  
 

• Georgie Markert 

• Piper & Faith Payne 

• Mary Kakuzi 
 

• Ahnaleigh Tozier 

• Zachary & Madelyn Sines 

• Blake Johnson 
 

• Emily Rooker 

• Theodore Timber 

• Paisley Cornelius 

• Amaya Contreras 
 

• Rey Briones & Angel Valdez 

• Mason Bell & Tyler Eddie 

• Thambi Grunow 

• Gianna Cervantes 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
AT BETHLEHEM 

 
 

Wednesday, April 2nd  Lent Midweek 8:30am & 6:00pm 
    (no communion) 

 
Wednesday, April 9th  Lent Midweek 8:30am & 6:00pm 

    (no communion) 
 

Saturday, April 12th  Palm Sunday, 5:30pm (communion) 
Sunday, April 13th  Palm Sunday, 8:00am & 10:30am 

                                                                (communion) 
 

Thursday, April 17th Maundy Thurs,6:00pm (communion) 
 

Friday, April 18th  Good Friday, 1:00pm & 7:00pm 
                                                           (communion) 

 
Saturday, April 19th  Easter Vigil, 5:30pm (communion) 

 
Sunday, April 20th  Easter, 6:00am, 8:00am & 10:30am 

                                                        (communion) 
 
 

Soup Supper will take place at 5:00pm prior to each evening 
Lent Midweek service (4/2 & 4/9). 

 
Easter Breakfast will take place on 4/20,  

beginning after the sunrise service until 10:00am. 
 


