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 The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

June 20, 21 & 24, 2026 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward 
us sinners You have given us Your Son that, believing in Him, we might 
have everlasting life. Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
remain steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life 
everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The outcome of sin is death, “but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). He has set you free from the slavery 
of sin and has brought you “from death to life” (Rom. 6:13). No longer are 
you under the condemnation of the Law, but you live “under grace” 
(Rom. 6:14). Such is your courage in the face of “those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul” (Matt. 10:28). For though “you will be hated by 
all” and maligned by the world for the name of Christ (Matt. 10:22, 25), 
you abide in the care of your Father in heaven, who numbers “even the 
hairs of your head” and values you more “than many sparrows” (Matt. 
10:30–31). By the Word of Christ, you have become like Him, your 
Teacher and Master in whom you endure to the end, and “will be saved” 
(Matt. 10:22, 25). For He is with you “as a dread warrior,” who has 
overcome your enemies (Jer. 20:11). By the righteousness of faith, He 
delivers your heart, mind, body and life “from the hand of evildoers,” and 
He brings you into the land of the living (Jer. 20:12–13).  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
696 O God, My Faithful God 

1 O God, my faithful God, 
True fountain ever flowing, 
Without whom nothing is, 
All perfect gifts bestowing: 
Give me a healthy frame, 
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And may I have within 
A conscience free from blame, 
A soul unstained by sin. 

 
2 Grant me the strength to do 

With ready heart and willing 
Whatever You command, 
My calling here fulfilling; 
That I do what I should 
While trusting You to bless 
The outcome for my good, 
For You must give success. 

 
3 Keep me from saying words 

That later need recalling; 
Guard me lest idle speech 
May from my lips be falling; 
But when within my place 
I must and ought to speak, 
Then to my words give grace 
Lest I offend the weak. 

 
4 Lord, let me win my foes 

With kindly words and actions, 
And let me find good friends 
For counsel and correction. 
Help me, as You have taught, 
To love both great and small 
And by Your Spirit’s might 
To live in peace with all. 

 
5 Let me depart this life 

Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
And let it sleep in peace. 

 
6 And on that final day 

When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
Redeem this earthly frame, 
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And bid me to rejoice 
With those who love Your name. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

             C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  
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Introit  Psalm 56:3-4, 10-11; antiphon: v.13 

P  For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet 
from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

C  When I am afraid, 
I put my trust in you. 

P  In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be 
afraid. What can flesh do to me? 

C  In God, whose word I praise, in the LORD, whose word I 
praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can 
man do to me? 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my 
feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the 
light of life. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name, we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
To You, O sole-begotten, 
The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy; 
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You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 
Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. 
“Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with 
us, keep us aware of Your daily mercies that we may live 
secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 20:7–13 

7O LORD, you have deceived me, 
 and I was deceived; 
you are stronger than I, 
 and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all the day; 
 everyone mocks me. 
8For whenever I speak, I cry out, 
 I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
For the word of the LORD has become for me 
 a reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, 
 or speak any more in his name,” 
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 
 shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 
 and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering. 
 Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
 say all my close friends, 
 watching for my fall. 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; 
 then we can overcome him 
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 and take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 
 therefore my persecutors will stumble; 
 they will not overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 
 for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 
 will never be forgotten. 
12O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, 
 who sees the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
 for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the LORD; 
 praise the LORD! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
 from the hand of evildoers. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 6:12–23 
 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you 
obey their passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as 
instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For sin will 
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but 
under grace. 
 15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you 
present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 
of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to 
God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become 
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you 
were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 
 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that time from 
the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 
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sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 
 21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death, 22and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the 
one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they 
persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, 
you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the 
Son of Man comes. 
 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and 
the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household. 
 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not 
be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in 
the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim 
on the housetops. 28And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
30But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32So 
everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever 
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denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is 
in heaven.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
659 Lord of Our Life 

1 Lord of our life and God of our salvation, 
Star of our night and hope of ev’ry nation: 
Hear and receive Your Church’s supplication, 
Lord God Almighty. 

 
2 See round Your ark the hungry billows curling; 

See how Your foes their banners are unfurling 
And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling, 
O Lord, preserve us. 

 
3 Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us; 

Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us; 
And in the day when hell itself assails us, 
Grant us Your peace, Lord: 
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4 Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging, 
Peace in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging, 
Peace when the world its endless war is waging, 
Peace in Your heaven. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of 
Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
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Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in 
Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 

 
570 - Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 
744 - Amazing Grace  

 
853 - How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 
Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

C O Lord, now let Your servant  
Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles 
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Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
  
All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
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3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
Adds more luster to the day. 

 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

Text: Public domain 
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