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 The First Sunday in Advent  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

November 29 & 30, 2025 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your 
light upon Your Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine of the 
blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and finally attain to 
the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem “humble, and mounted on a 
donkey,” riding on “a beast of burden” (Matt. 21:5), as He Himself bears 
the sins of the world in His body. Now He comes by the ministry of the 
Gospel to save us from sin, death, the devil and hell. Therefore, we 
sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Matt. 21:9). 
For we are called “to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob,” His Holy Church, “that he may teach us his ways and that we 
may walk in his paths” (Is. 2:3). By His Word, we “walk in the light of the 
Lord” (Is. 2:5). That is to live in love, which “does no wrong to a 
neighbor” (Rom. 13:10). We “cast off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light,” for “salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed” (Rom. 13:11, 12). Hence, the entire Christian life is a time to 
wake and watch, “for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming” (Matt. 24:42). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

1 O Savior, rend the heavens wide; 
Come down, come down with mighty stride; 
Unlock the gates, the doors break down; 
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown. 

 
2 O Father, light from heaven send; 

As morning dew, O Son, descend. 
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Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring: 
To Jacob’s line rain down the King. 

 
3 O earth, in flow’ring bud be seen; 

Clothe hill and dale in garb of green. 
Bring forth, O earth, a blossom rare, 
Our Savior, sprung from meadow fair. 

 
4 O Fount of hope, how long, how long? 

When will You come with comfort strong? 
O come, O come, Your throne forego; 
Console us in our vale of woe. 

 
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
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C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 118:25-28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 
  righteous and having salvation. 

C  Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
  O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

P  Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
  We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

C  The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine 
upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the 
horns of the altar! 

P  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
you are my God; I will extol you. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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ALL  Behold, your king is coming to you; 
righteous and having salvation. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 
protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of 
our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
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 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Bell Choir – “Now Thank We All Our God” (5:30) 

 
Epistle Romans 13:8–14 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at 
hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in 
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-

fourth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at 
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the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, 
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know 
this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 



 

7 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 
Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
Stand 
 

 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005811 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 
Anthem – Bell Choir – “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word” (5:30) 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. 
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Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold 
me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Anthem – Bell Choir – “Praise the Lord Who Breaks the Darkness” 
(5:30) 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
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wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 
 

Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 
 

334 - O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
 

331 - The Advent of Our King 
 

349 - Hark the Glad Sound 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you 
peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 
1 The night will soon be ending; 

The dawn cannot be far. 
Let songs of praise ascending 
Now greet the Morning Star! 
All you whom darkness frightens 
With guilt or grief or pain, 
God’s radiant Star now brightens 
And bids you sing again. 

 
2 The One whom angels tended 

Comes near, a child, to serve; 
Thus God, the judge offended, 
Bears all our sins deserve. 
The guilty need not cower, 
For God has reconciled 
Through His redemptive power 
All those who trust this child. 

 
3 The earth in sure rotation 

Will soon bring morning bright, 
So run where God’s salvation 
Glows in a stable’s light. 
As old as sin’s perversion 
Is mercy’s vast design: 
God brings a new creation— 
This child its seal and sign. 

 
4 Yet nights will bring their sadness 

And rob our hearts of peace, 
And sin in all its madness 
Around us may increase. 
But now one Star is beaming 
Whose rays have pierced the night: 
God comes for our redeeming 
From sin’s oppressive might. 
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5 God dwells with us in darkness 
And makes the night as day; 
Yet we resist the brightness 
And turn from God away. 
But grace does not forsake us, 
However far we run. 
God claims us still as children 
Through Mary’s infant Son. 

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005811 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for 
the students entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these 
students and their families to your prayer list. 
 
November Prayers 
 
Sadie, Jaylie & Kylie Usadel 
Jacob & Isabella Bult 
Juliet Calkins 
 
Rey Briones & Angel Valadez 
Loraina Violetta 
McKenna Wegner 
 
Teagan Walkenhorst 
Chloe Wettstein 
Hailey & Nathan Boenisch 
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UPCOMING ADVENT SERVICES 
 

Wednesday, December 3 (8:30am & 6:00pm) 
 

Wednesday, December 10 (8:30am & 6:00pm)  
 

Wednesday, December 17 (9:00am & 6:00pm)  
Presented by the Bethlehem Grade School Students;  

held in the gym. 
 
 
 

Soup Suppers will be held on the first two Wednesday 
evenings (12/3 & 12/10), beginning at 5:00pm,  

in the school cafeteria. 
 


