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 THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD -- EASTER SUNDAY  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

April 5, 2026  6:00am, 8:00am, 10:30am 
 
 

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

Welcome to our guests and members on this joyful Easter Day! 
Please place your names in our red “Record of Fellowship” 
books. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins and 
deliverance from eternal death.  Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that 
our faith in Christ may increase daily and that we may hold fast to the 
hope that on the Last Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Lord has promised to “create new heavens and a new earth” (Is. 
65:17), in which His people shall abide in peace and joy. That new 
creation has begun in the bodily resurrection of Christ Jesus. All the 
baptized belong to that new creation. Reborn of water and the Holy 
Spirit, they are “the offspring of the blessed of the Lord” (Is. 65:23). 
The Lord rejoices and is glad in them; He hears and answers their 
prayers. For “if in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:19). But Christ Jesus has been 
raised, “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). 
We may be “perplexed about this” (Luke 24:4), perhaps even 
frightened and brought to our knees, because it seems like an “idle 
tale” (Luke 24:11). But faith clings to the Word of Christ and finds His 
resurrected body — not in the tomb, but in His Holy Supper. 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
THE RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

(Please stand and face the Processional Cross at the rear of the 
church, turning toward the altar as it passes.) 

 
465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 
In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
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Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
2 Eternal is the gift He brings, 

Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Now still He comes to give us life 
And by His presence stills all strife. 
Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

Set heart and will on things above 
That we conquer through Your triumph; 
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 
That by our lives we truly say: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 4 Adoring praises now we bring 

And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 
P  Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 
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C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
P  Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
KYRIE  
 

P  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C  Amen. 
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This Is the Feast  
     C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood 
set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing, and glory are His. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of 
all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the 
Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 
P  Let us pray.  

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of 
everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the 
day of our Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of 
sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

      C Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 
Anthem – Bell Choir, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” (all services) 
 
Reading Acts 10:34–43 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word 
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what 
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both 
in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third 
day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 
who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed 
by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem – Adult Choir, “He Is Risen” (all services) 
 
Reading Colossians 3:1–4 

 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. 

 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse 
  
     C  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
   You have the words of eternal life.  
   Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                             Matthew 28:1-10  
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth 
chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the 
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled 
and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is 
going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have 
told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of 
his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” 

 
     P     This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 
Anthem – Bell Choir, “In You is Gladness” (10:30) 
 
461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

1 I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 
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 Choir accompanies congregation 
2 He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 

 
3 He lives to bless me with His love; 

He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 

 
4 CHOIR ONLY 

 
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 
 He lives to wipe away my tears.; 
 He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
 He lives all blessings to impart. 
 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
  Choir accompanies congregation 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Text: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 
OFFERING (6:00 & 8:00) 
Anthem – Bell Choir, “In You is Gladness” (6:00 & 8:00) 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the  life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE HOLY COMMUNION    
 

P   The Lord be with you. 
C   And also with you. 
 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
C   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and 
earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in 
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the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is my  body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of me.  

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of 
you; this is my  blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

P  The  peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  Amen. 

 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 

C  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 
peace. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the 
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline 
in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those 
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when 
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, 
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the 
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (PLEASE REFER TO THE HYMNAL) 
 
633 - At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 
463 - Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 
490 - Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
 
477 - Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 
 
Please stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 

C  Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ry-one what He 
has done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear 
His name. He recalls His promises and leads His people 
forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us with this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and give you  peace. 

C   Amen. 
 

 
457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 
3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 
Stand 
 

 4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 
 

 
 

Easter Breakfast 
Served in the Parish Activity Center 

7:00AM - 10:00AM  
Everyone is welcome! 
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FLOWERS 
For those who contributed to the Easter decoration fund,  

please feel free to choose and take your flowers  
after the 10:30am service today. 

 
 
 
ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 
 
Preacher   Rev. Patrick Niles  
Presiding Minister   Rev. Jeremy Hanson 
 
Organist    Sandy Kasten 

 
Special Music   Adult Choir 

    Bell Choir 
 

Instrumentalists   Ayden Wildman 
    Brandon Nikisch 
    Sam Detlaff 
    Ben Vanic 
 

Communion Assistants   Richard Zimbal Sr. (6:00) 
Jon Krueger (8:00) 
Doug Hasenstein (10:30) 

       
Student Assistants   

A – Ottis Leibham & Julia Detlaff (6:00)  
U – Jaxon Virant & Eoin Irish (6:00) 
Cross Bearer – Griffin Cyr (6:00) 
A – Lauren Markevitch & Olivia Ostermann (8:00) 
U – Caleb Tschudy & Austin Gries (8:00) 
Cross Bearer – Robert Wildman (8:00) 
A – Kaleb Allen & Aubrey Schallock (10:30) 
U – Juliet Calkins & Savannah Brown (10:30) 
Cross Bearer – Elias Robledo (10:30) 
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