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 Rite of Confirmation  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

May 19, 2024   1:30pm 
 

A warm welcome to everyone, in Jesus’ name. 
 
837 Lift High The Cross  

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
 
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu ’ring ranks combine. Refrain 
 
3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain 
 
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Confirmands 
P Let us pray for those who are affirming their Baptism, and 
 for all the baptized everywhere. (Brief silence) That they 
 may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way 
 of sin and death. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to Your grace 
 and truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That they may be kept in the faith and communion of Your 
 holy Church. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That they may be sent into the world in witness to Your 
 saving love. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That they may be brought to the fullness of Your peace and 
 glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, who at their Baptism did  
 begin Your good work in these confirmands and who did 
 bless their training, so that they, being instructed in Your 
 Word, may now look forward to their confirmation, grant 
 that by Your Spirit they may confess their faith with joy, 
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 boldness, and praise, and always glorify You as their 
 faithful God and Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your 
 Son. 
C Amen        

 
Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out 
in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the 
valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, 
and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, 
and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and 
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 
the LORD.” 
 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, 
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly 
great army. 
 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you 
shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, 
declares the LORD.” 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                                      John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth and 

sixteenth chapters. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 26[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to 
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 
Father, he will bear witness about me. 27And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. . . . 
 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because 
I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me, and 
none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But 
if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will 
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 
10concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you 
will see me no longer; 11concerning judgment, because the ruler 
of this world is judged. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
Offering 

 
707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will! 
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2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 
And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 

 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e ’er forget Thy way, 
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 
4 Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands 
Offend against my God. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
 Rite of Confirmation  

 
The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

 
P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His 

apostles: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and 
catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord ’s 
bidding. Jesus said,  “Whoever confesses Me before men, I 
will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 
whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to 
the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now 
ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this 

congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in 
your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  
P Do you renounce the devil? 
R Yes, I renounce him. 
  
P Do you renounce all his works? 
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R Yes, I renounce them. 
  
P Do you renounce all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
  
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 
  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

  
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be 

the inspired Word of God? 
R I do. 
  
P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to 
know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the 

Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
 
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in 

faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and 

Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away 
from it? 
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R I do, by the grace of God. 
 
P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized 

and have received the teaching of the Lord. You have 
confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you 
continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed 
Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor 
places his hand on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of 
the cross on the forehead while saying: 

 
P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the 
Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with 
His grace to life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
The pastor will read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of 
confirmation. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for 
Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons and 
daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and 
with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, 
bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast 
and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good 
fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy 

Baptism You have united Your children in the suffering and 
death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His 
blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they 
may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith that 
ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of 
Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous 
doctrines, that they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s 
Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord’s 
Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make 
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satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy 
and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to 
love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross with 
patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their 
bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Peace  be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His 
disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He 
might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 
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 Distribution  

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 

 Distribution Hymns  
 
637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 
2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 
3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

Text: Public domain 

 
617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, 
In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 
Our weak souls that they may flourish: 
O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead 
In all trial, fear, and need: 
O Lord, have mercy! 

 
2 Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 
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May this feast thereof remind us! 
O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 
All our debt Thou hast paid; 
Peace with God once more is made: 
O Lord, have mercy! 

 
3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 
And live together here in love and union 
Nor despise this blest Communion! 
O Lord, have mercy! 
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity: 
O Lord, have mercy! 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005811 

 
680 Thine the Amen 

1 Thine the amen Thine the praise 
Alleluias angels raise 
Thine the everlasting head 
Thine the breaking of the bread 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
Thine the harvest then the cup 
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 

 
2 Thine the life eternally 

Thine the promise let there be 
Thine the vision Thine the tree 
All the earth on bended knee 
Gone the nailing gone the railing 
Gone the pleading gone the cry 
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

 
3 Thine the truly Thine the yes 

Thine the table we the guest 
Thine the mercy all from Thee 
Thine the glory yet to be 
Then the ringing and the singing 
Then the end of all the war 
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 
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4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize 
Thine the wonder full surprise 
Thine the banquet then the praise 
Then the justice of Thy ways 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
Then the welcome to the least 
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

 
5 Thine the glory in the night 

No more dying only light 
Thine the river Thine the tree 
Then the Lamb eternally 
Then the holy holy holy 
Celebration jubilee 
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only 
Thee. 

Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 
 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing  
1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 

Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 
You are My own. 
In My love’s baptismal river 
I have made you Mine forever. 
Go, My children, with My blessing— 
You are My own. 

 
2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, 
What I can cure. 
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 
Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, 
At peace and pure. 

 
3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

Closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, 
Joyful and free. 
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 
Here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, 
Joyful and free. 

 
4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you 
And give you peace: 
I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you 
And give you peace. 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 
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 CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2024  
 

Connor James Barts -- Job 28:28 
And he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,  

and to turn away from evil is understanding.’ 
 

Samantha Desiree Briones Quezada -- Psalm 23:4 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Shinji Chang -- Joshua 1:9 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go. 

 

Lauren Mary Cyr -- Isaiah 43:2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you 

shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
 

Madisyn Mary Jane Haas -- Joshua 1:9 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go. 

 

Isaac Cole Hasler -- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 

Luciana Mae Lemus -- Psalm 91:1 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow  

of the Almighty. 
 

McCoy Jeffrey Michael -- Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him,  
and he will make straight your paths. 

 

Anthony Nack -- Proverbs 30:5 
Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those  

who take refuge in him. 
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Isaiah John Niles -- Psalm 23:4 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Brayden James Reimer -- Psalm 27:1 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

Jaxon Levi Scheidel -- Exodus 14:14 
The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent. 

 

Graysen Timothy Michael Seyferth -- Psalm 46:1 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present  help in trouble. 

 

Sawyer Clifford Smith -- Isaiah 41:10 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God;  

I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you  
with my righteous right hand. 

 

Callie Paige Suprick -- Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths. 

 

Cylee Faith Wegner -- Psalm 37:4-5 
Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your 

heart. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. 
 

Leonidas Kenneth Wenzel -- John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

Kyler Joseph Zeman -- Joshua 1:9 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go. 

 

 
 


